Characteristics of suicide attempters in a population-based sample of Dutch adolescents.
The characteristics of suicide attempters were ascertained in a sample of 9393 Dutch students aged 14-20. Broken homes and use of drugs and alcohol were found more often among attempters. Attempters more frequently lived with a single parent, in children's homes or foster homes, were disproportionately of female sex, reported more deaths of friends or relatives, and more often had an unemployed father. Thoughts of suicide and of death were reported more frequently, they were more depressed and hopeless, and had less self-esteem. They were less rational and perceived relationships with parents as poor.